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Until the 13th century European countries used the 
same dyes, such as woad, madder and indigo, that 
had been in use since ancient times. Blue was 
obtained from indigo, either from woad or the indigo 
plant and redseds were available from the kermes 
insect, the root of the madder plant, and the so-
called “brazilwood” imported from the Far East. 
Yellows were extracted from weld, Persian berries, 
saffron, and dyer's broom and these colours were 
also combined to give greens, browns, violets, and 
other compound shades.

In 1548, the first edition of the earliest book devoted 
to professional dyeing was published in Venice. The 
colonisation of the Americas had led to an enriched 
European dyers palette, bringing to Europe the South 
American dyewoods.

 

















In 1856, at the age of 18, the British chemist William 
Perkin made a great, yet accidental, discovery. He 
produced a substance with an intense purple colour 
and named it mauveine. The colour purple, which had 
been a mark of aristocracy and prestige since ancient 
times, was especially expensive and difficult to 
produce as the dye, known as Tyrian purple, was 
made from a particular mollusc. After the discovery of 
mauveine, many new synthetic aniline dyes were 
discovered and a significant number of dye production 
factories cropped up  across Europe. 

 












Hope for the 21st century 



    
  


Who makes your clothes?


























 









  










Learning kit by Laura Garbštienė

Produced during Empowering Tools residency 

at Nida Art Colony of Vilnius Academy of Art

Design: Krišs Salmanis

Commission: Association “RĪGAS STARPTAUTISKĀ 
BIENNĀLE”


The Erasmus+ project “RIBOCA Repository of Knowledge” 
is co-financed by the European Union. The European 
Commission is not responsible for the content of this 
publication.


	Laura Garbštienė



