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Make

a Rainbow

Lesson plan 



Lesson plan: Make a Rainbow

Subjects: Chemistry, biology

Interdisciplinary links: Botany, history, ethics, geography

Age group: Primary school, secondary school

Duration: 3–4 lessons

Learning outcomes: 


- To learn about the chemistry of plants and how to extract colour pigments that can be used to make your
own plant dyes

- To learn about the history of the textile dyeing industry
- To learn about the processes involved in making clothing

You will need:


Fibres (for example, an undyed cotton bedsheet) 
Glass jars 
A cooking stove and pot 
Ashes 
White vinegar 
Gum arabic 
Alum (aluminium potassium sulphate) 
Rusty iron pieces* 
Copper pieces* 
*Op$onal


















 









 










 





Activity: Use natural dyes to colour fabric


 
















 







 













Ac=vity: Make your own plant dye calendar







 














https://vimeo.com/ondemand/riverblue
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-0zHqYGnlo
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